
Georgia School Safety Laws 
 
 
 
Table of Contents 

 
School Safety Plans 
Bullying/Student Code of Conduct 
Weapons on school safety zones 
Conflict Resolution 
Cultural Diversity 
Student Discipline 
Student Code of Conduct 
Loitering on or around school property 
Disrupting a public school 
Electronic communication devices in school 
Mandatory reporting 
Mandatory instruction on alcohol and drug abuse 
Character Education 
Chronic disciplinary problem students 
Parent responsibilities 
Student expulsions/suspensions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Notice: The Statutes posted are current through the 2003 Regular Session of the General 
Assembly.  Refer to the Official Code of Georgia at  
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School Safety Plans 
 
20-2-1185 G 
*** CODE SECTION ***   
     
  20-2-1185. 
     
  (a) Every public school shall prepare a school safety plan to help 
  curb the growing incidence of violence in schools, to respond 
  effectively to such incidents, and to provide a safe learning 
  environment for Georgia's children, teachers, and other school 
  personnel.  Such plan shall also address preparedness for natural 
  disasters, hazardous materials or radiological accidents, acts of 
  violence, and acts of terrorism.  School safety plans of public 
  schools shall be prepared with input from students enrolled in that 
  school, parents or legal guardians of such students, teachers in 
  that school, community leaders, other school employees and school 
  district employees, and local law enforcement, fire service, public 
  safety, and emergency management agencies.  School safety plans of 
  private schools may be prepared with input from students enrolled in 
  that school, parents or legal guardians of such students, teachers 
  in that school, other school employees, and local law enforcement, 
  fire service, public safety, and emergency management agencies. 
  Such plans shall be reviewed and, if necessary, updated annually. 
  Such plans of public schools shall be submitted to the local 
  emergency management agency. 
     
  (b) A public school may request funding assistance from the state 
  for the installation of safety equipment including, but not limited 
  to, video surveillance cameras, metal detectors, and other similar 
  security devices. Funding may be provided to a public school in 
  accordance with a school safety plan prepared by the school and 
  approved by the local board of education, the Department of 
  Education, and the Georgia Emergency Management Agency. 
     
  (c) School safety plans prepared by public schools shall address 
  security issues in school safety zones as defined in paragraph (1) 
  of subsection (a) of Code Section 16-11-127.1.  School safety plans 
  should also address security issues involving the transportation of 
  pupils to and from school and school functions when such 
  transportation is furnished by the school or school system and 
  school functions held during noninstructional hours. 
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  (d) The Georgia Emergency Management Agency shall provide training 
  and technical assistance to public school systems, and may provide 
  this same training and technical assistance to private school 
  systems, and independent private schools throughout this state in 
  the area of emergency management and safe school operations.  This 
  training and technical assistance shall include, but not be limited 
  to, crisis response team development, site surveys and safety 
  audits, crisis management planning, exercise design, safe school 
  planning, emergency operations planning, search and seizure, bomb 
  threat management, and model school safety plans. 
 
Bullying/Student Code of Conduct 
 
20-2-751.4 G 
*** CODE SECTION ***   
     
  20-2-751.4. 
     
  (a) As used in this Code section, the term "bullying" means: 
     
    (1) Any willful attempt or threat to inflict injury on another 
    person, when accompanied by an apparent present ability to do so; 
    or 
     
    (2) Any intentional display of force such as would give the victim 
    reason to fear or expect immediate bodily harm. 
     
  (b) Each local board of education shall adopt policies, applicable 
  to students in grades six through 12, that prohibit bullying of a 
  student by another student and shall require such prohibition to be 
  included in the student code of conduct for middle and high schools 
  in that school system. Local board policies shall require that, upon 
  a finding that a student has committed the offense of bullying for 
  the third time in a school year, such student shall be assigned to 
  an alternative school.  Each local board of education shall ensure 
  that students and parents of students are notified of the 
  prohibition against bullying, and the penalties for violating the 
  prohibition, by posting such information at each middle and high 
  school and by including such information in student and parent 
  handbooks. 
     
  (c) Any school system which is not in compliance with the 
  requirements of this Code section shall be ineligible to receive 
  state funding pursuant to Code Sections 20-2-161 and 20-2-260. 
 
 



20-2-751.5 G 
*** CODE SECTION ***   
     
  20-2-751.5. 
     
(a) Each student code of conduct shall contain provisions that address the following 
conduct of students during school hours and at school related functions, in a manner that 
is appropriate to the age of the student:  
  (1) Verbal assault of teachers, administrators, and other school personnel;  
  (2) Physical assault or battery of teachers, administrators, and other school personnel;  
  (3) Disrespectful conduct toward teachers, administrators, and other school personnel;  
  (4) Verbal assault of other students;  
  (5) Physical assault or battery of other students;  
  (6) Disrespectful conduct toward other students; and 
  (7) Verbal assault of, physical assault or battery of, and disrespectful conduct toward 
persons attending school related functions. 
     
(b)(1) Each student code of conduct shall include comprehensive and specific provisions 
prescribing and governing student conduct and safety rules on all public school buses. 
The specific provisions shall include but not be limited to:  
(A) Students shall be prohibited from acts of physical violence as defined by Code 
Section 20-2-751.6, bullying as defined by subsection (a) of Code Section 20-2-751.4, 
physical assault or battery of other persons on the school bus, verbal assault of other 
persons on the school bus, disrespectful conduct toward the school bus driver or other 
persons on the school bus, and other unruly behavior;  
(B) Students shall be prohibited from using any electronic devices during the operation of 
a school bus, including but not limited to cell phones; pagers; audible radios, tape or 
compact disc players without headphones; or any other electronic device in a manner that 
might interfere with the school bus communications equipment or the school bus driver´s 
operation of the school bus; and 
(C) Students shall be prohibited from using mirrors, lasers, flash cameras, or any other 
lights or reflective devises in a manner that might interfere with the school bus driver´s 
operation of the school bus.  
(2) If a student is found to have engaged in physical acts of violence as defined by Code 
Section 20-2-751.6, the student shall be subject to the penalties set forth in such Code 
section. If a student is found to have engaged in bullying as defined by subsection (a) of 
Code Section 20-2-751.4 or in physical assault or battery of another person on the school 
bus, the local school board policy shall require a meeting of the parent or guardian of the 
student and appropriate school district officials to form a school bus behavior contract for 
the student. Such contract shall provide for progressive age-appropriate discipline, 
penalties, and restrictions for student misconduct on the bus. Contract provisions may 
include but shall not be not limited to assigned seating, ongoing parental involvement, 
and suspension from riding the bus. This subsection is not to be construed to limit the 
instances when a school code of conduct or local board of education may require use of a 
student bus behavior contract.  
(3) No later than August 15, 2002, each local board of education shall send to the State 



Board of Education a copy of the provisions of its student code of conduct that address 
the items identified in paragraphs (1) and (2) of this subsection. The state board shall 
review such provisions to ensure that each of the items identified in paragraphs (1) and 
(2) of this subsection is addressed and shall notify a local board of education, no later 
than October 15, 2002, of any items which are not addressed in its submission to the state 
board. Nothing in this subsection shall be construed as authorizing or requiring the state 
board to review or approve the substance of the student code of conduct.  
(c) Any student handbook which is prepared by a local board or school shall include a 
copy or summary of the student code of conduct for that school or be accompanied by a 
copy of the student code of conduct for that school. If a student handbook contains a 
summary of the student code of conduct, then a full copy of the student code of conduct 
shall be made available for review at the school. When distributing a student code of 
conduct, a local school shall include a form on which the student´s parent or guardian 
may acknowledge his or her receipt of the code, and the local school shall request that the 
form be signed and returned to the school. 
 
Weapons on school safety zones 
 
16-11-127.1 G 
*** CODE SECTION ***   
     
  16-11-127.1. 
     
  (a) As used in this Code section, the term: 
     
    (1) "School safety zone" means in, on, or within 1,000 feet of any 
    real property owned by or leased to any public or private 
    elementary school, secondary school, or school board and used for 
    elementary or secondary education and in, on, or within 1,000 feet 
    of the campus of any public or private technical school, 
    vocational school, college, university, or institution of 
    postsecondary education. 
     
    (2) "Weapon" means and includes any pistol, revolver, or any 
    weapon designed or intended to propel a missile of any kind, or 
    any dirk, bowie knife, switchblade knife, ballistic knife, any 
    other knife having a blade of two or more inches, straight-edge 
    razor, razor blade, spring stick, metal knucks, blackjack, any 
    bat, club, or other bludgeon-type weapon, or any flailing 
    instrument consisting of two or more rigid parts connected in such 
    a manner as to allow them to swing freely, which may be known as a 
    nun chahka, nun chuck, nunchaku, shuriken, or fighting chain, or 
    any disc, of whatever configuration, having at least two points or 
    pointed blades which is designed to be thrown or propelled and 
    which may be known as a throwing star or oriental dart, or any 
    weapon of like kind, and any stun gun or taser as defined in 



    subsection (a) of Code Section 16-11-106.  This paragraph excludes 
    any of these instruments used for classroom work authorized by the 
    teacher. 
     
   
(b) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (c) of this Code 
  section, it shall be unlawful for any person to carry to or to 
  possess or have under such person's control while within a school 
  safety zone or at a school building, school function, or school 
  property or on a bus or other transportation furnished by the school 
  any weapon or explosive compound, other than fireworks the 
  possession of which is regulated by Chapter 10 of Title 25.  Any 
  person who violates this subsection shall be guilty of a felony and, 
  upon conviction thereof, be punished by a fine of not more than 
  $10,000.00, by imprisonment for not less than two nor more than ten 
  years, or both; provided, however, that upon conviction of a 
  violation of this subsection involving a firearm as defined in 
  paragraph (2) of subsection (a) of Code Section 16-11-131, or a 
  dangerous weapon or machine gun as defined in Code Section 
  16-11-121, such person shall be punished by a fine of not more than 
  $10,000.00 or by imprisonment for a period of not less than five nor 
  more than ten years, or both.  A child who violates this subsection 
  shall be subject to the provisions of Code Section 15-11-63. 
     
  (c) The provisions of this Code section shall not apply to: 
     
    (1) Baseball bats, hockey sticks, or other sports equipment 
    possessed by competitors for legitimate athletic purposes; 
     
    (2) Participants in organized sport shooting events or firearm 
    training courses; 
     
    (3) Persons participating in military training programs conducted 
    by or on behalf of the armed forces of the United States or the 
    Georgia Department of Defense; 
    (4) Persons participating in law enforcement training conducted by 
    a police academy certified by the Peace Officer Standards and 
    Training Council or by a law enforcement agency of the state or 
    the United States or any political subdivision thereof; 
     
    (5) The following persons, when acting in the performance of their 
    official duties or when en route to or from their official duties: 
     
      (A) A peace officer as defined by Code Section 35-8-2; 
     
      (B) A law enforcement officer of the United States government; 



     
      (C) A prosecuting attorney of this state or of the United 
      States; 
     
      
      (D) An employee of the Georgia Department of Corrections or a 
      correctional facility operated by a political subdivision of 
      this state or the United States who is authorized by the head of 
      such correctional agency or facility to carry a firearm; 
     
      (E) A person employed as a campus police officer or school 
      security officer who is authorized to carry a weapon in 
      accordance with Chapter 8 of Title 20; and 
     
      (F) Medical examiners, coroners, and their investigators who are 
      employed by the state or any political subdivision thereof; 
     
    (6) A person who has been authorized in writing by a duly 
    authorized official of the school to have in such person's 
    possession or use as part of any activity being conducted at a 
    school building, school property, or school function a weapon 
    which would otherwise be prohibited by this Code section. Such 
    authorization shall specify the weapon or weapons which have been 
    authorized and the time period during which the authorization is 
    valid; 
     
    (7) A person who is licensed in accordance with Code Section 
    16-11-129 or issued a permit pursuant to Code Section 43-38-10, 
    when such person carries or picks up a student at a school 
    building, school function, or school property or on a bus or other 
    transportation furnished by the school or any weapon legally kept 
    within a vehicle in transit through a designated school zone by 
    any person other than a student; 
     
    (8) A weapon which is in a locked compartment of a motor vehicle 
    or one which is in a locked container in or a locked firearms rack 
    which is on a motor vehicle which is being used by an adult over 
    21 years of age to bring to or pick up a student at a school 
    building, school function, or school property or on a bus or other 
    transportation furnished by the school, or when such vehicle is 
    used to transport someone to an activity being conducted on school 
    property which has been authorized by a duly authorized official 
    of the school; provided, however, that this exception shall not 
    apply to a student attending such school; 
     
    (9) Persons employed in fulfilling defense contracts with the 



    government of the United States or agencies thereof when 
    possession of the weapon is necessary for manufacture, transport, 
    installation, and testing under the requirements of such contract; 
    (10) Those employees of the State Board of Pardons and Paroles 
    when specifically designated and authorized in writing by the 
    members of the State Board of Pardons and Paroles to carry a 
    weapon; 
     
    (11) The Attorney General and those members of his or her staff 
    whom he or she specifically authorizes in writing to carry a 
    weapon; 
     
    (12) Probation supervisors employed by and under the authority of 
    the Department of Corrections pursuant to Article 2 of Chapter 8 
    of Title 42, known as the "State-wide Probation Act," when 
    specifically designated and authorized in writing by the director 
    of the Division of Probation; 
     
    (13) Public safety directors of municipal corporations; 
     
    (14) State and federal trial and appellate judges; 
     
    (15) United States attorneys and assistant United States 
    attorneys; 
     
    (16) Clerks of the superior courts; or 
     
    (17) Teachers and other school personnel who are otherwise 
    authorized to possess or carry weapons, provided that any such 
    weapon is in a locked compartment of a motor vehicle or one which 
    is in a locked container in or a locked firearms rack which is on 
    a motor vehicle. 
     
    (d)(1) This Code section shall not prohibit any person who resides 
    or works in a business or is in the ordinary course transacting 
    lawful business or any person who is a visitor of such resident 
    located within a school safety zone from carrying, possessing, or 
    having under such person's control a weapon within a school safety 
    zone; provided, however, it shall be unlawful for any such person 
    to carry, possess, or have under such person's control while at a 
    school building or school function or on school property, a school 
    bus, or other transportation furnished by the school any weapon or 
    explosive compound, other than fireworks the possession of which 
    is regulated by Chapter 10 of Title 25. 
     
    (2) Any person who violates this subsection shall be subject to 



    the penalties specified in subsection (b) of this Code section. 
     
    (3) This subsection shall not be construed to waive or alter any 
    legal requirement for possession of weapons or firearms otherwise 
    required by law. 
     
  (e) It shall be no defense to a prosecution for a violation of this 
  Code section that: 
     
    (1) School was or was not in session at the time of the offense; 
     
    (2) The real property was being used for other purposes besides 
    school purposes at the time of the offense; or 
     
    (3) The offense took place on a school vehicle. 
     
  (f) In a prosecution under this Code section, a map produced or 
  reproduced by any municipal or county agency or department for the 
  purpose of depicting the location and boundaries of the area on or 
  within 1,000 feet of the real property of a school board or a 
  private or public elementary or secondary school that is used for 
  school purposes or within 1,000 feet of any campus of any public or 
  private technical school, vocational school, college, university, or 
  institution of postsecondary education, or a true copy of the map, 
  shall, if certified as a true copy by the custodian of the record, 
  be admissible and shall constitute prima-facie evidence of the 
  location and boundaries of the area, if the governing body of the 
  municipality or county has approved the map as an official record of 
  the location and boundaries of the area.  A map approved under this 
  Code section may be revised from time to time by the governing body 
  of the municipality or county.  The original of every map approved 
  or revised under this subsection or a true copy of such original map 
  shall be filed with the municipality or county and shall be 
  maintained as an official record of the municipality or county. 
  This subsection shall not preclude the prosecution from introducing 
  or relying upon any other evidence or testimony to establish any 
  element of this offense.  This subsection shall not preclude the use 
  or admissibility of a map or diagram other than the one which has 
  been approved by the municipality or county. 
     
  (g) A county school board may adopt regulations requiring the 
  posting of signs designating the areas within 1,000 feet of school 
  boards and private or public elementary and secondary schools as 
  "Weapon-free and Violence-free School Safety Zones." 
     
 



 
 
 
 
 
20-2-751.1 G 
*** CODE SECTION ***   
     
  20-2-751.1. 
     
  (a) Each local board of education shall establish a policy requiring 
  the expulsion from school for a period of not less than one calendar 
  year of any student who is determined, pursuant to this subpart, to 
  have brought a weapon to school. 
     
  (b) The local board of education shall have the authority to modify 
  such expulsion requirement as provided in subsection (a) of this 
  Code section on a case-by-case basis. 
     
  (c) A hearing officer, tribunal, panel, superintendent, or local 
  board of education shall be authorized to place a student determined 
  to have brought a weapon to school in an alternative educational 
  setting. 
     
  (d) Nothing in this Code section shall infringe on any right 
  provided to students with Individualized Education Programs pursuant 
  to the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, Section 
  504 of the federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973, or the federal 
  Americans with Disabilities Act. 
 
Conflict Resolution/Cultural Diversity 
 
20-2-739 G 
*** CODE SECTION ***   
     
  20-2-739. 
     
  On and after July 1, 2000, the Department of Education shall provide 
  training programs in conflict management and resolution and in 
  cultural diversity for voluntary implementation by local boards of 
  education for school employees, parents and guardians, and students. 
 
Student Discipline/Student Code of Conduct 
 
20-2-735 G 
*** CODE SECTION ***   
     



  20-2-735. 
     
  (a) No later than July 1, 2000, each local board of education shall 
  adopt policies designed to improve the student learning environment 
  by improving student behavior and discipline.  These policies shall 
  provide for the development of age-appropriate student codes of 
  conduct containing standards of behavior, a student support process, 
  a progressive discipline process, and a parental involvement 
  process.  The State Board of Education shall establish minimum 
  standards for such local board policies.  The Department of 
  Education shall make available for utilization by each local board 
  of education model student codes of conduct, a model student support 
  process, a model progressive discipline process, and a model 
  parental involvement process. 
     
  (b) Student standards of behavior developed pursuant to this subpart 
  shall be designed to create the expectation that students will 
  behave themselves in such a way so as to facilitate a learning 
  environment for themselves and other students, respect each other 
  and school district employees, obey student behavior policies 
  adopted by the local board of education, and obey student behavior 
  rules established by individual schools. 
     
  (c) Student support processes developed pursuant to this subpart 
  shall be designed to create the expectation that the process of 
  disciplining students will include due consideration, as appropriate 
  in light of the severity of the behavioral problem, of student 
  support services that may help the student address behavioral 
  problems and that may be available through the school, the school 
  system, other public entities, or community organizations. 
     
  (d) Progressive discipline processes developed pursuant to this 
  subpart shall be designed to create the expectation that the degree 
  of discipline will be in proportion to the severity of the behavior 
  leading to the discipline, that the previous discipline history of 
  the student being disciplined and other relevant factors will be 
  taken into account, and that all due process procedures required by 
  federal and state law will be followed. 
     
  (e) Parental involvement processes developed pursuant to this 
  subpart shall be designed to create the expectation that parents and 
  guardians, teachers, and school administrators will work together to 
  improve and enhance student behavior and academic performance and 
  will communicate freely their concerns about and actions in response 
  to student behavior that detracts from the learning environment. 
     



  (f) It is the policy of this state that it is preferable to reassign 
  disruptive students to alternative educational settings rather than 
  to suspend or expel such students from school. 
 
 
20-2-736 G 
*** CODE SECTION ***   
     
  20-2-736. 
     
  (a) Local boards of education shall provide for the distribution of 
  student codes of conduct developed pursuant to Code Section 20-2-735 
  to each student upon enrollment.  Local boards of education shall 
  provide for the distribution of such student codes of conduct to the 
  parents or guardians of each student through such means as may best 
  accomplish such distribution at the local level and are appropriate 
  in light of the grade level of the student, including distribution 
  of student codes of conduct to students and parents or guardians 
  jointly.  Local boards of education may solicit the signatures of 
  students and parents or guardians in acknowledgment of the receipt 
  of such student codes of conduct, as may be suitable to the grade 
  level of the student.  In addition, student codes of conduct shall 
  be available in each school and classroom. 
     
  (b) Local boards of education shall provide for disciplinary action 
  against students who violate student codes of conduct. 
     
  (c) Local boards of education shall provide opportunities for 
  parental involvement in developing and updating student codes of 
  conduct. 
 
20-2-737 G 
*** CODE SECTION ***   
     
  20-2-737. 
     
  (a) Local board policies adopted pursuant to Code Section 20-2-735 
  shall require the filing of a report by a teacher who has knowledge 
  that a student has exhibited behavior that repeatedly or 
  substantially interferes with the teacher's ability to communicate 
  effectively with the students in his or her class or with the 
  ability of such student's classmates to learn, where such behavior 
  is in violation of the student code of conduct.  Such report shall 
  be filed with the principal or the principal's designee within one 
  school day of the most recent occurrence of such behavior, shall not 
  exceed one page, and shall describe the behavior. The principal or 



  the principal's designee shall, within one school day after 
  receiving such a report from a teacher, send to the student's 
  parents or guardian a copy of the report and information regarding 
  how the student's parents or guardians may contact the principal or 
  the principal's designee. 
     
  (b) If student support services are utilized or if disciplinary 
  action is taken in response to such a report by the principal or the 
  principal's designee, the principal or the principal's designee 
  shall send written notification to the teacher and the student's 
  parents or guardians of the student support services being utilized 
  or the disciplinary action taken within one school day after such 
  utilization or action and shall make a reasonable attempt to confirm 
  that such written notification has been received by the student's 
  parents or guardians.  Such written notification shall include 
  information regarding how the student's parents or guardians may 
  contact the principal or the principal's designee. 
 
20-2-738 G 
*** CODE SECTION ***   
     
  20-2-738. 
     
  (a) A teacher shall have the authority, consistent with local board 
  policy, to manage his or her classroom, discipline students, and 
  refer a student to the principal or the principal's designee to 
  maintain discipline in the classroom. The principal or the 
  principal's designee shall respond when a student is referred by a 
  teacher by employing appropriate discipline management techniques 
  that are consistent with local board policy. 
     
  (b) On and after July 1, 2000, a teacher shall have the authority to 
  remove from his or her class a student who repeatedly or 
  substantially interferes with the teacher's ability to communicate 
  effectively with the students in the class or with the ability of 
  the student's classmates to learn, where the student's behavior is 
  in violation of the student code of conduct, provided that the 
  teacher has previously filed a report pursuant to Code Section 
  20-2-737 or determines that such behavior of the student poses an 
  immediate threat to the safety of the student's classmates or the 
  teacher.  The teacher shall file with the principal or the 
  principal's designee a report describing the student's behavior, in 
  one page or less, by the end of the school day on which such removal 
  occurs or at the beginning of the next school day.  The principal or 
  the principal's designee shall, within one school day after the 
  student's removal from class, send to the student's parents or 



  guardians written notification that the student was removed from 
  class, a copy of the report filed by the teacher, and information 
  regarding how the student's parents or guardians may contact the 
  principal or the principal's designee. 
     
   
(c) If a teacher removes a student from class pursuant to subsection 
  (b) of this Code section, the principal or the principal's designee 
  shall discuss the matter with the teacher and the student by the end 
  of the school day on which such removal occurs or at the beginning 
  of the next school day.  The principal or the principal's designee 
  shall give the student oral or written notice of the grounds for his 
  or her removal from class and, if the student denies engaging in 
  such conduct, the principal or the principal's designee shall 
  explain the evidence which supports his or her removal from class 
  and give the student an opportunity to present his or her 
  explanation of the situation.  If, after such discussions, the 
  principal or the principal's  designee seeks to return the student 
  to the teacher's class and the teacher gives his or her consent, the 
  student shall be returned to the class, and the principal or the 
  principal's designee may take action to discipline the student, as 
  may be warranted, pursuant to paragraph (1) of subsection (e) of 
  this Code section.  If, after such discussions, the principal or the 
  principal's designee seeks to return the student to the teacher's 
  class and the teacher withholds his or her consent to the student's 
  return to his or her class, the principal or the principal's 
  designee shall determine an appropriate temporary placement for the 
  student by the end of the first school day following such removal 
  and shall also take steps to convene a meeting of a placement review 
  committee.  The placement review committee shall convene by the end 
  of the second school day following such removal by the teacher and 
  shall issue a decision by the end of the third school day following 
  such removal by the teacher.  An appropriate temporary placement for 
  the student shall be a placement that, in the judgment of the 
  principal or the principal's designee, provides the least 
  interruption to the student's education and reflects other relevant 
  factors, including, but not limited to, the severity of the behavior 
  that was the basis for the removal, the student's behavioral 
  history, the student's need for support services, and the available 
  education settings; provided, however, that the student shall not be 
  returned to the class of the teacher who removed him or her, as an 
  appropriate temporary placement, unless the teacher gives his or her 
  consent.  The temporary placement shall be in effect from the time 
  of removal until the decision of the placement review committee is 
  issued or, if applicable, a placement determination is made pursuant 
  to paragraph (2) of subsection (e) of this Code section. 



     
  (d) Local board policies adopted pursuant to Code Section 20-2-735 
  shall provide for the establishment at each school of one or more 
  placement review committees, each of which is to be composed of 
  three members, to determine the placement of a student when a 
  teacher withholds his or her consent to the return of a student to 
  the teacher's class.  For each committee established, the faculty 
  shall choose two teachers to serve as members and one teacher to 
  serve as an alternate member, and the principal shall choose one 
  member of the professional staff of the school to serve as a member. 
  The teacher withholding consent to readmit the student may not serve 
  on the committee.  The placement review committee shall have the 
  authority to: 
     
    (1) Return the student to the teacher's class upon determining 
    that such placement is the best alternative or the only available 
    alternative; or 
     
    (2) Refer the student to the principal or the principal's designee 
    for appropriate action consistent with paragraph (2) of subsection 
    (e) of this Code section. 
     
  The decision of the placement review committee shall be in writing 
  and shall be made within three school days after the teacher 
  withholds consent to the return of a student.  Local boards of 
  education shall provide training for members of placement review 
  committees regarding the provisions of this subpart, including 
  procedural requirements; local board policies relating to student 
  discipline; and the student code of conduct that is applicable to 
  the school. 
     
    (e)(1) If a placement review committee decides to return a student 
    to a class from which he or she was removed, the principal or the 
    principal's designee shall implement such decision of the 
    placement review committee.  In addition, the principal or the 
    principal's designee may, consistent with any applicable 
    procedural requirements of the Constitutions of the United States 
    and this state and after considering the use of any appropriate 
    student support services, take any of the following actions which 
    are authorized as a response to the alleged violation of the 
    student code of conduct by local board policies adopted pursuant 
    to Code Section 20-2-735: 
     
      (A) Place the student in an alternative education program; 
     
      (B) Impose out-of-school suspension for not more than ten school 



      days, including any time during which the student was subject to 
      out-of-school suspension after his or her removal from class 
      pursuant to subsection (b) of this Code section; or 
      (C) Make another disciplinary decision or recommendation 
      consistent with local board policy. 
     
    (2) If a placement review committee decides not to return a 
    student to a class from which he or she was removed, the principal 
    or the principal's designee shall implement such decision of the 
    placement review committee.  In addition, the principal or the 
    principal's designee shall determine an appropriate placement for 
    the student and may take action to discipline the student, in a 
    manner consistent with any applicable procedural requirements of 
    the Constitutions of the United States and this state and after 
    considering the use of any appropriate student support services, 
    as follows, provided that the placement or disciplinary action is 
    authorized as a response to the alleged violation of the student 
    code of conduct by local board policies adopted pursuant to Code 
    Section 20-2-735: 
     
      (A) Place the student into another appropriate classroom or an 
      alternative education program; 
     
      (B) Impose out-of-school suspension for not more than ten school 
      days, including any time during which the student was subject to 
      out-of-school suspension after his or her removal from class 
      pursuant to subsection (b) of this Code section; 
     
      (C) Make another placement or disciplinary decision or 
      recommendation consistent with local board policy; or 
     
      (D) Implement or recommend any appropriate combination of the 
      above and return the student to the class from which he or she 
      was removed upon the completion of any disciplinary or placement 
      action taken pursuant to this paragraph. 
     
  (f) Within one school day of taking action pursuant to subsection 
  (e) of this Code section, the principal or the principal's designee 
  shall send written notification of such action to the teacher and 
  the parents or guardians of the student and shall make a reasonable 
  attempt to confirm that such written notification has been received 
  by the student's parents or guardians. 
     
  (g) Parents or guardians of a student who has been removed from 
  class pursuant to subsection (b) of this Code section may be 
  required to participate in conferences that may be requested by the 



  principal or the principal's designee; provided, however, that a 
  student may not be penalized for the failure of his or her parent or 
  guardian to attend such a conference. 
     
   
 
(h) The procedures contained in this Code section relating to 
  student conferences and notification of parents or guardians are 
  minimum requirements.  Nothing in this Code section shall be 
  construed to limit the authority of a local board of education to 
  establish additional requirements relating to student conferences, 
  notification of parents or guardians, conferences with parents or 
  guardians, or other procedures required by the Constitutions of the 
  United States or this state. 
 
Loitering on or around school property 
 
20-2-1180 G 
*** CODE SECTION ***   
     
  20-2-1180. 
     
  (a) It shall be unlawful for any person to remain upon the premises 
  or within the school safety zone as defined in paragraph (1) of 
  subsection (a) of Code Section 16-11-127.1 of any public or private 
  school in this state or to remain upon such premises or within such 
  school safety zone when that person does not have a legitimate cause 
  or need to be present thereon.  Each principal or designee of each 
  public or private school in this state shall have the authority to 
  exercise such control over the buildings and grounds upon which a 
  school is located so as to prohibit any person who does not have a 
  legitimate need or cause to be present thereon from loitering upon 
  such premises.  Each principal or designee of each public or private 
  school in this state shall notify the appropriate law enforcement 
  agency to prohibit any person who does not have a legitimate need or 
  cause to be present therein from loitering within the school safety 
  zone. 
     
  (b) Any person who shall not have any legitimate cause or need to be 
  present upon the premises or within the school safety zone of any 
  public or private school in this state who shall willfully fail to 
  remove himself or herself from such premises after the principal or 
  designee of such school shall request him or her to do so shall be 
  guilty of a misdemeanor of a high and aggravated nature. 
 



 
Disrupting a Public School 
 
20-2-1181 G 
*** CODE SECTION ***   
     
  20-2-1181. 
     
  It shall be unlawful for any person to disrupt or interfere with the 
  operation of any public school.  Any person violating this Code 
  section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of a high and aggravated 
  nature. 
 
20-2-1182 G 
*** CODE SECTION ***   
     
  20-2-1182. 
     
  Any parent, guardian, or person other than a student at the public 
  school in question who has been advised that minor children are 
  present and who continues to upbraid, insult, or abuse any public 
  school teacher, public school administrator, or public school bus 
  driver in the presence and hearing of a pupil while on the premises 
  of any public school or public school bus may be ordered by any of 
  the above-designated school personnel to leave the school premises 
  or school bus, and upon failure to do so such person shall be guilty 
  of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by 
  a fine not to exceed $500.00. 
 
Electronic communication devices in school  
 
20-2-1183 G 
*** CODE SECTION ***   
     
  20-2-1183. 
 
The possession of an electronic communication device by a student in school shall be 
permitted or prohibited as specifically prescribed by rule or policy set by the local board 
of education. If prohibited, the local board of education may provide for exceptions to 
such prohibition and for disciplinary actions for possession in violation of the prohibition. 
If possession of an electronic communication device by a student in school is permitted, 
the local board policy shall not permit the use by a student of any personal electronic 
communication device during classroom instructional time. 
 
Mandatory Reporting 
 
  20-2-1184 G 



*** CODE SECTION ***   
     
  20-2-1184. 
     
  (a) Any teacher or other person employed at any public or private 
  elementary or secondary school or any dean or public safety officer 
  employed by a college or university who has reasonable cause to 
  believe that a student at that school has committed any act upon 
  school property or at any school function, which act is prohibited 
  by any of the following: 
     
    (1) Code Section 16-5-21, relating to aggravated assault if a 
    firearm is involved; 
     
    (2) Code Section 16-5-24, relating to aggravated battery; 
     
    (3) Chapter 6 of Title 16, relating to sexual offenses; 
     
    (4) Code Section 16-11-127, relating to carrying deadly weapons at 
    public gatherings; 
     
    (5) Code Section 16-11-127.1, relating to carrying weapons at 
    school functions or on school property or within school safety 
    zones; 
     
    (6) Code Section 16-11-132, relating to the illegal possession of 
    a pistol or revolver by a person under 18 years of age; or 
     
    (7) Code Section 16-13-30, relating to possession and other 
    activities regarding marijuana and controlled substances, 
     
  shall immediately report the act and the name of the student to the 
  principal or president of that school or the principal's or 
  president's designee. 
     
  (b) The principal or designee who receives a report made pursuant to 
  subsection (a) of this Code section who has reasonable cause to 
  believe that the report is valid shall make an oral report thereof 
  immediately by telephone or otherwise to the appropriate school 
  system superintendent and to the appropriate police authority and 
  district attorney. 
     
  (c) Any person participating in the making of a report or causing a 
  report to be made as authorized or required pursuant to this Code 
  section or participating in any judicial proceeding or any other 
  proceeding resulting therefrom shall in so doing be immune from any 



  civil or criminal liability that might otherwise be incurred or 
  imposed, providing such participation pursuant to this Code section 
  is made in good faith. 
     
  (d) Any person required to make a report pursuant to this Code 
  section who knowingly and willfully fails to do so shall be guilty 
  of a misdemeanor. 
 
Mandatory instruction on alcohol and drug abuse 
 
  20-2-144 G 
*** CODE SECTION ***   
     
  20-2-144. 
     
  (a) Each local board of education shall prescribe mandatory 
  instruction concerning alcohol and other drug use in every year in 
  every grade from kindergarten through grade 12 as shall be 
  determined by the State Board of Education.  Such course of study 
  shall implement the minimum course of study provided for in 
  subsection (b) of this Code section or its equivalent, as approved 
  by the State Board of Education.  Each local board of education may 
  supplement the exact approach of content areas of such minimum 
  course of study with such curriculum standards as it may deem 
  appropriate.  Such standards shall include instruction which 
  discourages the use of alcohol, tobacco, and controlled substances 
  and communicates that the use of illicit drugs and improper use of 
  legally obtained drugs is wrong and dangerous. 
     
  (b) The State Board of Education shall prescribe a minimum course of 
  study of alcohol and other drug use which may be included as a part 
  of a course of study in comprehensive health education where offered 
  and where appropriate. Instruction also shall be integrated into 
  other curriculum requirements as determined by the State Board of 
  Education.  The course shall be age appropriate, shall be sequential 
  in method of study, and shall include the following elements where 
  appropriate in the instruction: 
     
    (1) Detailed, factual information regarding physiological, 
    psychological, sociological, and legal aspects of substance abuse; 
     
    (2) Detailed information concerning the availability of help and 
    assistance for persons with chemical dependency problems; 
     
    (3) Skills needed to evaluate advertisements for, and media 
    portrayals of, alcohol, tobacco, and controlled substances; and 
     



    (4) Detailed instruction on the need for, and role of, lawful 
    authority and law-abiding behavior, which instruction may include 
    interacting and working with members of the legal and justice 
    professions. 
     
  (c) A manual setting out the details of such course of study shall 
  be prepared by or approved by the State School Superintendent in 
  cooperation with the Department of Human Resources, the State Board 
  of Education, the Department of Public Safety, and such expert 
  advisers as they may choose. 
     
  (d) The minimum course of study to be prescribed by the State Board 
  of Education pursuant to subsection (b) of this Code section shall 
  be ready for implementation not later than July 1, 1990.  Each local 
  board shall implement either such minimum course of study or its 
  equivalent not later than December 31, 1990.  Any local board of 
  education which fails to comply with this subsection shall not be 
  eligible to receive any state funding under this article until such 
  minimum course of study or its equivalent has been implemented. 
 
Character Education 
 
20-2-145 G 
*** CODE SECTION ***   
     
  20-2-145. 
     
  (a) The State Board of Education shall develop by the start of the 
  1997-1998 school year a comprehensive character education program 
  for levels K-12.  This comprehensive character education program 
  shall be known as the "character curriculum" and shall focus on the 
  students' development of the following character traits: courage, 
  patriotism, citizenship, honesty, fairness, respect for others, 
  kindness, cooperation, self-respect, self-control, courtesy, 
  compassion, tolerance, diligence, generosity, punctuality, 
  cleanliness, cheerfulness, school pride, respect for the 
  environment, respect for the creator, patience, creativity, 
  sportsmanship, loyalty, perseverance, and virtue.  Such program 
  shall also address, by the start of the 1999-2000 school year, 
  methods of discouraging bullying and violent acts against fellow 
  students.  Local boards shall implement such a program in all grade 
  levels at the beginning of the 2000-2001 school year and shall 
  provide opportunities for parental involvement in establishing 
  expected outcomes of the character education program. 
     
  (b) The Department of Education shall develop character education 



  program workshops designed for employees of local school systems. 
 
Chronic disciplinary problem students 
 
20-2-764 G 
*** CODE SECTION ***   
     
  20-2-764. 
     
  As used in this subpart, the term: 
     
    (1) "Chronic disciplinary problem student" means a student who 
    exhibits a pattern of behavioral characteristics which interfere 
    with the learning process of students around him or her and which 
    are likely to recur. 
     
    (2) "Expulsion" means expulsion of a student from a public school 
    beyond the current school quarter or semester. 
     
    (3) "Suspension" means the short-term suspension of a student from 
    a public school for not more than ten days or long-term suspension 
    for more than ten days pursuant to Code Section 20-2-751. 
 
20-2-765 G 
*** CODE SECTION ***   
     
  20-2-765. 
     
  Any time a teacher or principal identifies a student as a chronic 
  disciplinary problem student, the principal shall notify by 
  telephone call and by either certified mail or statutory overnight 
  delivery with return receipt requested or first-class mail the 
  student's parent or guardian of the disciplinary problem, invite 
  such parent or guardian to observe the student in a classroom 
  situation, and request at least one parent or guardian to attend a 
  conference with the principal or the teacher or both to devise a 
  disciplinary and behavioral correction plan. 
 
20-2-766 G 
*** CODE SECTION ***  12/03/01 
     
  20-2-766. 
     
  Before any chronic disciplinary problem student is permitted to 
  return from an expulsion or suspension, the school to which the 
  student is to be readmitted shall request by telephone call and by 



  either certified mail or statutory overnight delivery with return 
  receipt requested or first-class mail at least one parent or 
  guardian to schedule and attend a conference with the principal or 
  his or her designee to devise a disciplinary and behavioral 
  correction plan. Failure of the parent or guardian to attend shall 
  not preclude the student from being readmitted to the school.  At 
  the discretion of the principal, a teacher, counselor, or other 
  person may attend the conference.  The principal shall ensure that a 
  notation of the conference is placed in the student's permanent 
  file. 
 
Parent Responsibilities 
 
20-2-766.1 G 
*** CODE SECTION ***   
     
  20-2-766.1. 
     
  The local board of education may, by petition to the juvenile court, 
  proceed against a parent or guardian as provided in this Code 
  section.  If the court finds that the parent or guardian has 
  willfully and unreasonably failed to attend a conference requested 
  by a principal pursuant to Code Section 20-2-765 or 20-2-766, the 
  court may order the parent or guardian to attend such a conference, 
  order the parent or guardian to participate in such programs or such 
  treatment as the court deems appropriate to improve the student's 
  behavior, or both.  After notice and opportunity for hearing, the 
  court may impose a fine, not to exceed $500.00, on a parent or 
  guardian who willfully disobeys an order of the court entered under 
  this Code section.  The court may use its contempt and other powers 
  specified in Code Section 15-11-5 to enforce any order entered under 
  this Code section. 
 
Student Expulsions/Suspensions 
 
20-2-767 G 
*** CODE SECTION ***  12/03/01 
     
  20-2-767. 
     
  As used in this subpart, the term: 
     
    (1) "Expulsion" means expulsion of a student from a public school 
    beyond the current school quarter or semester. 
     
    (2) "Suspension" means the short-term suspension of a student from 
    a public school for not more than ten days or long-term suspension 



    for more than ten days pursuant to Code Section 20-2-751. 
 
20-2-768 G 
*** CODE SECTION ***   
     
  20-2-768. 
     
  (a) Each local board of education is authorized to refuse to readmit 
  or enroll any student who has been suspended or expelled for being 
  convicted of, being adjudicated to have committed, being indicted 
  for, or having information filed for the commission of any felony or 
  any delinquent act under Code Section 15-11-28 which would be a 
  felony if committed by an adult.  If refused readmission or 
  enrollment, the student or the student's parent or legal guardian 
  has the right to request a hearing pursuant to the procedures 
  provided for in Code Section 20-2-754. 
     
  (b) A hearing officer, tribunal, panel, superintendent, or local 
  board of education shall be authorized to place a student denied 
  enrollment in a local school system under subsection (a) of this 
  Code section in an alternative educational system as appropriate and 
  in the best interest of the student and the education of other 
  students within the school system. 
     
  (c) It is the policy of this state that it is preferable to reassign 
  disruptive students to alternative educational settings rather than 
  to suspend or expel such students from school. 
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